
The Main Features of a Church
Use the statements below to help you annotate your diagram of a church. These have been muddled up 
so you will need to rearrange them into the correct pairs.

Feature Description

Cross This is a table at the front of the church. The sacrament of the Eucharist 
is prepared at this table.

Lectern This is a piece of furniture capable of holding water for a baptism. The size 
and shape of this will depend on how the church practices baptism.

Pulpit These are a feature of many churches. They retell stories from the Bible. 
Though nowadays they are mainly decorative, in the past they were an 
important way of teaching these stories to people who could not read.

Altar This is often placed on the wall at the front of the church so everyone can 
see it. It reminds Christians of Jesus’ sacrifice for their sins.

Nave and pews Though not all churches have these, they are tall platforms which the 
person leading the service can stand in whilst preaching. This allows 
everyone to see them.

Stained glass window This is the area of the church where people sit. Churches are laid out in 
many different ways. Traditionally, seating would be laid out like a theatre 
facing the altar.

Baptismal font This is a stand for a Bible so that it can easily be read in church. Sometimes 
they are very ornate and at other times they are very simple. They often 
have a microphone attached.



The Main Features of a Church Answers

Feature Description

Cross This is often placed on the wall at the front of the church so everyone can 
see it. It reminds Christians of Jesus’ sacrifice for their sins.

Lectern This is a stand for a Bible so that it can easily be read in church. Sometimes 
they are very ornate and at other times they are very simple. They often 
have a microphone attached.

Pulpit Though not all churches have these, they are tall platforms which the 
person leading the service can stand in whilst preaching. This allows 
everyone to see them.

Altar This is a table at the front of the church. The sacrament of the Eucharist 
is prepared at this table.

Nave and pews This is the area of the church where people sit. Churches are laid out in 
many different ways. Traditionally, seating would be laid out like a theatre 
facing the altar.

Stained glass window These are a feature of many churches. They retell stories from the Bible. 
Though nowadays they are mainly decorative, in the past they were an 
important way of teaching these stories to people who could not read.

Baptismal font This is a piece of furniture capable of holding water for a baptism. The size 
and shape of this will depend on how the church practices baptism.


